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TI1cse results of thc research could be published in archeological reports only with suppon of 

South Korea and Japan. lndeed, financial support of several organizations from the Republic of 

Koreathese days play the majorroJe in supporting Russian scholars ofBohai. 

But many Russian scholars are pursuing indcpendcnt research. An examplc is Vladimir Em

stovich Shav}.;unov [BMWC\mp 3pHcrOBI1'! WasKyHon], a son of Professor E.V. Shavk"llnOY. He 

made use of repons of sewral archeological excavations and analyses of ceramies from sitcs of 

the Russian l\laritime Region and came to conclusion that not the entire arca of present-day 
Russian Maritime Region was included in Bohai state. He insists that only the eastern part o f this 

rcgion was ruled by Bohai monarchs.2S He thinks that the Okrainka and Koksharovskoe sites (1 

and 2) were Bohai rowns, perhaps being an isolated ßohai district or enclavc. Thc perception of 

those sites as an enclave is based on the !arge disr,wce from other Bohai sites and seeming ab

sence of any communication routes in thc area.ln the opinion ofV.E. ShavkunO\', the center of 

this isolated district was Koksharvoskoe-1, because among those three sites J..:oksharovskoe- 1 is 

thc biggest. But othcr Russian scholars believe that thc entire Russian l\fa.ritime District was once 

ßohai province. 

The center of ßohai archeological studies is thc above mcntioned Institute of History, Archeol

ogy and Ethnography of Pcoples of Far East (FEBRAS). Scholars of this institutc have conclucted 

practically all archeological excavations in thc Russian Maritime Region. The Institute issues d1e 

quarterly joumal RosJ?ya i ATR fPocCHII 11 A TP / Russia :md the Pacific]. 

About a dozen specialists are now in rcsearch of problcms rclated to Bohai in 
different fields (history, archcology, politics, art, etc). Leading scholars of the archeological field are 

Vladislav lnnokent'evich Boldin [BAlW-ICAaR 11miOKe11ThCllH'i EoAAIDI), Evgeniya Jvanovna Gel

man [Esremrn YlsauooHa feAbMaH] and Yuriy Gennadievich Nikitin [IOpml feHHMJ1elllf'l 

1 hiKHnrn], as weil as - in the historical fidel - Aleksandr L'vovich lvüev 01JIAJJCR, AAeKcanAp 

AbllOBH'il and Nikolay Nikolayevich Kraclin [I luKOAaH HHKOAaeBH'i KpMI111]. Boldin is now 

excavating the Kraskinskoe site,26 Gelman has permission for the excavations of Gorbatskoe and 

Kraskinskoe sites,27 and Nikitin excavates several ßohai sites,28 inclucling Chemiatinskoe. lvüev is a 

specialist of Chinese Bohai studies and participates at archeological expeditions,29 Kradin concen

trates in his research on the political history ofßohai.:lo 

Many more Bohai settlcmems and sitcs are known to scholars, but research of dmse sites has 

been quite slow so far. Thc major reason is the persistent shortage of funds, while another is the 
Iack of trained speciaüsrs who would be able to study these sites efficiendy. The combincd efforts of 

the archeologists and historians trained in East Asian textual traditions >vill also be hclpfuP 1 

Nonetheless, in spite of all these current problems, Russian archeological studies of Bohai de

velop \vithin fields which combine archeological and historical aspects ancl also use various research 

methocls. 

25 Shavk"Unm· 2005: 31. 

26 Boldin 2005; Boldin and Geman 2005; Boldin, Gelman and Leshchenko 2006. 

27 Gelman 2002; Boldin and Geman 2005; Bolclin, Gelman ancl Leshchenko 2006. 

28 Nikitin, Gelman and Boldin 2002; Nikitin 2005. 

29 lvlie,· 2005, 2007; Boldin, lvliev, Horev and Sha\·kunov 1990. 

30 Kradin 1990, 1995. 

31 D'yakova 2008. 
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